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A mwn(f- i‘“iwem the Cp entra 1 Intell igence Ageney an
nterpretation of the 60 new nssile silos in the Soviet Un io:
ment of Bussin’s strate gic intentions at a_crucial stage in dm SALY negotiztions,
strike  altack posed by the Union is going forward with

The new silos pirpointed by |
.alclhtv mmmnmwmco were, Minuteman-3 missiles with thcvl' con:mu('won of a lavge missile
new MIRV warheads. The size system. We cannot t"?l al this i

il the Penlagon over the
1 has led (o a reassess-

originally  deseribed by . the

Pefence €oqcm1y AMr I'm(' an
Mareh 10, in rmist 1erm
possible cv'de*ccz of a

generstion of muassive offensive
mmncs

the
S89

superseaing
siockbuster

’.[,‘l‘ -

rofed

CIA, however,
independent

hus
Sarms

now
con-

1‘01 experts that at least two,

thirds of the large silos
desioned {o 'a'. ¢ increased
fection to the relatively small
S8, emm'axe.“ to America's
,\..rmtc na-d stratesic missile,

are

Questioned  about {he dis-
parity  today, {he Defence
Department appeared 1o be

backing iy, Srom the Penta

gon's original assessment. The
department's spokesman  said.
inftormation gah.ercd within
the pust month ba\'c sonie
indication that the Soviel Union
#mizht be invelved in  {wo
separale  systems  of  sile

improvement, “Our best jude-
mers v maing that we would
expect to sce new missiles or
Imnpr ovemenls on existing xms—
sxlo"‘ he said.

new sile consiruction is that 1he
Sovict Union, ke the US

engaged In & pragramme of
hardening siles to protect them
against the threal of 2 first

as -
]1 cw-

pro-.

“thr

. new
The CIA’s assessment of Ll*e-

-sion interview, Mr

ol the hale is explained by the

need to insert concreie liners

around the missile to give
greater protection,
A conclusive  picce  of

evidence is reported by intelli-
gence ann])sts to have been
n.(ex'vL(Z carly last week when
reconnaissance  satellite  pic-
tures showed silo liners arriv- -
ing at the missile sites. The
photographs \xClL‘ also said to

“have indicated i hat the liners at

neither typ\, of site were big
enough to accommodate larger
missileg °nc1 those at the SS9 -
sites  did not to be
intended  for o pons  of
improved desian.

If the CIA’s mto!hﬂwce iz
correct the wew Russian missile
cal posed by ine I’uﬂ'”on
and the hawks in unison is a
chimera. The threat first
received a  public aiving o
March 7 when Senator Ihm*y
Jackson  (Democrat, Washing.
ton) f{old =a television inter-
viewer, “ The Russiars are now
in the process of deploving a
generation, an  advance
of ‘offensive -

PREG
apnnar

generation,
systems,” _

Three days later in a televi-’
Laird said
that the sile construciion ““ con-
firmed the fact tnat the Soviet

time whether it ts a modified |
version  of ihe S89. ..., or
whellier it {s an entirely ‘new -
missile systcm." :

A month later in & sooech to
the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers' Association, Ar TLaird
said h*e US had fresh intellig-.
ence " confirming the sobennn
fact that the Soviet Union is
involved in z new, and = 20par-
ently expensive. ICL I constlu\,-
tion” programmme:® .

The net cffect of the mrs»zle
scare was neatly summed up in
evidence  yesterday " to  the
Senate appropriations commit-
tee by @ former CIA and dis-
armament ?wency ofiicial, Dr
Herbert Scoville, chairman of
the strategic weapons commit-
tee of the Federation of Ameri-
can Scientists, said that it as,
now seemed dikely the Soviet:
sUnion was only hardening its'

nrissile mns this wou]ﬂ md)-
cate that it was not secking a
first - strike’ o2 )am’lty “We
maust ask ourselves,” he told the
corumittee, “how many times
we are going to allew the

WEanoneers to colne before the
Conﬂuss and thc pr.ople shout
ing ‘missile gap® when in
zeahty thoy -al‘c only cxmtm"
anothel credibility gap.'




